The Algeria Problem

Aim: 

Stimulate reflection about how a democracy should work.

Equipment: 
Nothing

Time: 

30 minutes

Level: 

Youth and Advanced

Content:

· Introduce the prelude to the conflict in Algeria to the class.

In 1992 the government in charge interrupted a democratic election in Algeria, when it became clear that a fundamentalist Muslim party that intended to break down the existing democracy, would win the elections. This resulted in a civil war that until now has claimed 150 000 human lives. 

· Divide the class into groups of 4-6.

· Ask them to discuss the following:

· What was right to do in this situation?

· How do you define the limits of freedom of expression at the national level?

· A group presents their answers.

· Discuss in class if you agree with the group.

· It is likely that the same thing will happen in Iraq when the international troops withdraw from the country.

