CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Aim:

Examines the responsibility that international corporations have for human rights. 
Equipment:
Norwegian Hydro's pages on "global commitment"
, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
 and OECD's guidelines for international enterprises
.
Time:

90 min. 
Level:
College and Adults.
Content:

· Divide the class into groups. 

· Give out Norwegian Hydros pages on "global commitment", the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
·  Let the groups have 45 minutes to read the documents and work out their own ethical guidelines for international enterprises. Go round and help the groups if necessary, by asking questions. Helpful questions:
· How could the building for, for example a hydroelectric dam, or a metal foundry, or a mine effect local populations? 
· Which human rights can be broken by such industrial developments? 
· How is it possible to protect the local population from human rights abuses, and at the same time make it possible for businesses to establish themselves? 
· What kind of needs will a local population have? 
· What kind of needs will a company have?

· The groups present their results
· Plenum discussion. Good examples of developments that have adversely effected local populations could be the Ashanti gold mines, and several large hydroelectric dam projects. An example of a controversial project because of other abuses of human rights is Aker Kværner's participation in the building and maintenance of the prison at Guantanamo.  (see www.forumfor.no, thematic group on CSR). 
· Present OECD's guidelines for international enterprises, and compare with your own results.
Following up:

Ethical guidelines for international companies and businesses are continuously in focus, both from human aid organisations and businesses themselves. 
· Contact the Norwegian Forum for Envrionment and Development, or and equivalent NGO in your country. Amnesty International, and the Red Cross may also be a source of information. Ask to talk to their CSR ("Corporate Social Responsibility") representative, and see what kind of guidelines they have laid out. Compare these with the guidelines drawn up by the Norwegian Veritas. 
· Are there any differences? 

· What, and why? 
Find out more about controversial industrialisation projects, and what companies have done (if anything) to avoid human rights abuses. 
� www.fredsundervisning.no/documents/hydro_csr.doc


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/nrr.htm" ��http://www.unhchr.ch/udhr/lang/nrr.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/56/36/1922428.pdf" �http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/56/36/1922428.pdf�





