Desert Island

Aim: 

Consciousness raising about rules in society and mechanisms of governing in a democracy. Who creates the rules and who enforces them? The students will see the relationship between informal rules between people, in the school or the working place, and the formal rules relevant for a state society. 

Equipment: 
Nothing

Time: 

Ca 45 minutes

Level: 

Middle and youth

Content:

· Organise the students in groups and ask them to imagine that they are (ship-) wrecked on a deserted island. They know it might take years until they are found, so their task is to formulate rules for the society to work, and also make rules for how to punish criminals. 

· Discuss:

· How do groups create rules?

· The difference between informal and formal rules. 

· Who is it that decides which rules that are relevant in a society and for people’s behaviour? (Parents, teachers, religious leaders, state leaders, ethnical groups etc.)

· How do one enforce the rules, how do one follow them up? (Rewards, punishment, fear of punishment etc.)

· How do the rules change, how can one change the rules, both the informal and the formal ones? (For example: uprisings, laws, lobbying, revolution etc.)

· How would society look like without rules?

Source: Schmidt, F. & Friedman A. 1985, Creative conflict solving for kids, Grace Contrino Abrahams Peace Education Foundation, Miami

