DRAWING BY INSTRUCTION
Aim: allows participants to discover how good (or bad) their simple communication skills are. Read the comment at the end!

Time: 10 – 15 minutes

Equipment: pen and paper, black/whiteboard or flipover.

Method:

The participants/pupils work in pairs. One faces the blackboard/whiteboard/flipover, while the other has his/her back turned. They cannot see each other. 
The facilitator draws a simple figure on the board, consisting of about three elements (eg. a square, a triangle and a circle) that are intertwined, but drawn in a relation to each other that can be explained. Eg. the square can be half way behind the triangle, positioned in such a way that it lies to the right and below, and connects with the triangle exactly halfway down each of the two adjacent sides. (Practice first before you draw!)

Those facing the board must then explain to their partner what they see. Their partner is not allowed to peek, and must try to draw the figures only from the explanation given. 

When everybody has finished they can compare their results with the board and each other. 

Debriefing: 

Discuss what has been clear and helpful communication, and what has been confusing. 

Observation:

An interesting observation we have made with this exercise is that very often those that are sitting waving their hands around and drawing figures in the air get better results from their partner, even though the partner cannot see them. This could be because it helps them to visualise the relationship between things before they start trying to explain. 

Another phenomena is that many of them get quite close, but mirror the drawing.
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