THE ETERNAL SOLDIER 
Aim: 

To help the students to awareness of the common guilt in conflict situations.

They should be able to discuss and see a case  from several viewpoints. 
Equipment: 
The text of ”The Eternal Soldier” 
Time:

30 – 45 min. 
Age:

Youth and college 

Content:
· The text is handed out
Buffy Sainte Marie: The Eternal Soldier
He's five feet two and he's six feet four
He fights with missiles and with spears
He's all of 31 and he's only 17
He's been a soldier for a thousand years

He's a Catholic, a Hindu, an athiest, a Jain,
a Buddhist and a Baptist and a Jew
and he knows he shouldn't kill 
and he knows he always will
kill you for me my friend and me for you

And he's fighting for Canada, 
he's fighting for France,
he's fighting for the USA,
and he's fighting for the Russians 
and he's fighting for Japan, 
and he thinks we'll put an end to war this way

And he's fighting for Democracy
and fighting for the Reds
He says it's for the peace of all
He's the one who must decide 
who's to live and who's to die
and he never sees the writing on the walls

But without him how would Hitler have 
condemned him at Dachau
Without him Caesar would have stood alone
He's the one who gives his body 
as a weapon to a war
and without him all this killing can't go on

He's the universal soldier and he 
really is to blame
His orders come from far away no more
They come from him, and you, and me
and brothers can't you see
this is not the way we put an end to war.

· The text can be used as the basis for a discussion around the question of guilt and blame. Suggestions for questions
· Would there be war if soldiers didn’t exist? 
· Can soldiers be legally responsible for crimes committed in a war situation? What is crime in war? (see Geneva convention)  
· The USA will not recognise the International Criminal Court, and will not permit its soldiers to be tried there. American soldiers can only be tried in Armerican courts. Why do you think the USA is fighting the ICC, and why do you think the Americans have met huge protests from other countries because of their  position in this matter. 
· Read through the Genea Convention (or have the teacher summarise the points). What rules exist, and what rules ought to exist? 
· In Norway at present there is still compulsory military service for all males, but conscientious objectors can serve a civilian service year instead. It is not permitted to refuse service altogether. How does this compare with your country? What are the advantages/disadvantages of the system?
Kilde: Hjerttholm, T. og Østerud, P. 1985, Fredsundervisning- en idésamling, Gyldendal Norsk Forlag / Forsøksrådet for skoleverket, Oslo 










