Eurotrain (Can also be “Trans Siberian Railway”)
Aim: promotes reflection about our assumptions about people with different stations in life/ethnic backgrounds etc..

Time: 20 minutes

Level: middle school to adult

Content:

Tell the students: 

"You are travelling by train from Lisbon to Copenhagen. You have booked a bed in a sleeping carriage in a 4-bed compartment. 

You receive a list of your fellow passengers for the long journey. You can pick out the three that you would most like to travel with, and the three that you would least like to travel with (you can't be sure of getting your wish granted!). 

The other passengers (note this list is adapted according to the country in which the workshop is held, and the type of stereotypes that the participants will be familiar with).
· A fat German banker
· A Kurdish refugee
· A gypsy woman from Finland selling crochet table cloths
· A prostitute from Russia

· An Italian disc jockey with loads of money
· A Swedish New Nazi
· A young artist from Amsterdam (male) with AIDS
· A Baltic man with black leather jacket and dark glasses
· A militant Danish feminist
· A drunken British football supporter
· A Somalian refugee (female) with a baby
· A street musician from Prague. 
Debriefing:

In addition to comparing and discussing their preferences, ask the following questions:

In making your decisions, did you use ideas of stereotypes that originate in prejudices? 

Are your prejudices justifiable?
Do stereotypes really exist?

Are there any positive functions of having stereotypes?
Where have you got the ideas that have fed these prejudices from? Is it a reliable source of information?

How common are such prejudices?

Are we in this country more prejudiced than in other countries?

Have you ever been exposed to prejudices?
Following up exercise:

The participants can be asked to pick a nationality, and mime that nationality so that the others can guess what they are. Again this leads to a discussion around stereotypes, and our prejudices attached to them. 
