Freedom of expression


Aim: 
This exercise looks closer at the limits to the freedom of expression in a democracy

Equipment: 
Nothing

Time: 

30 – 45 minutes

Level: 

Youth and advanced

Content:

Introduce the students to the situation in Europe after the Austrian elections in 1999:

Jørg Haider, the leader of the rightwing extremist party (The Freedom Party), joined the government in Austria after doing very well in the elections in 1999. Haider had expressed admiration for Hitler and his undertakings. He saw no reason to punish ss-soldiers that had committed criminal offences during the war. His argument was that violations of the law happened on both sides.

The result of his statements was that many countries in Europe refused  to receive any official visits from Austria. They did not want to talk to members of a party constituted of nazi sympathizers.

Other countries talked of the boycott as populism and not healthy politics. Haider had not acted according to his sympathizers; one cannot punish anyone for something one has not done.

· Divide the class into groups to discuss what was the right procedure.

· Let the groups present their views to each other.

· Discuss in plenary.

