The timeline
Aim: 

The students will reflect on events and conflicts in their own lives.

Equipment: 
Pen and paper 

Time: 

Ca. 45 minutes

Level: 

Youth

Content:

· Each student is supposed to draw their own timeline from the day they were born until today. On the timeline they will mark different events, such as:

· My first memory of conflict

· My first memory of injustice

· An important event for me

· Once I was sad about something that happened in the local community

· Once I was proud of something the local community had done

· Once I had hope of something that I wanted to happen, could happen

The teacher, according to the intention of the exercise, can adapt these questions.

· Divide the students into groups of 4-6 people. Each student will present their timeline and the others in the group will listen. The listeners can ask questions to the one presenting the timeline, but has to be informed on what limits there are, and that each and one of the students have to be respected. 

· Gather all the students for a discussion in plenary. How did the students find presenting their own timeline? Did they get another perspective on their own experiences? Were there any events or experiences that the students deliberately excluded from the timeline? The discussion has to be organised and facilitated by the teachers. The students’ timelines can be used as a starting point for further work on the subject of conflict resolution. 

Following-up questions:

· Does it differ how people think of as conflict?

· Is this related to groups? (Girls/boys, ethnical background, family background etc.)

· If there are differences, why?

· If most of the students have thought the same, why? (Do universal problem areas exist?)

· Were there any differences in how girls and boys solved the conflict?

· What did society do wrong that made you embarrassed?

· What did society do right when you were proud?

· Do general rules exist for handling a conflict situation?

