YIR YORONT - HOW AID SHOULD FUNCTION?

Goal:

 Give the students knowledge on the subject of how different cultures and social systems works, and the importance of all aid being based on conditions in their respective societies. How aid can be a failure if such considerations are not taken into account.

Time/duration:
Appr. 45 min.

Equipment:
Writing equipment

Age:

Secondary, college.

Content:
- Initiate by telling about the Yir Yoront tribe in Australia.

GIVING STEEL AXES TO STONE AGE AUSTRALIANS: THE STORY ABOUT YIR YORONT



- read the article attached, then divide the class into groups of 4-6 students.

                        - The teacher will explain how a well-meaning contribution, from someone outside

                           their society, may have catastrophic consequences. Its important to throughly

                           consider how one best can aid other societies in need.

                        -  The next lesson will be to aid a similar group of people in a third world country.

.                         



   Pick a country you wish to aid, and discuss what to do and how to do it.



   Which considerations are important?



- The different groups will present their aid-projects for the rest of the class.



- Encourage to be critical to each others projects.



- Discuss in plenum, are there criteria everyone can agree on? 



   Write it down on the board.

Follow-up information for teachers - Norwegian aid-history by Terje Tvedt:

<http://www.solidaritetshuset.org/rorg/politikk/artikler/terje1.htm>
The stone ax in 'Yir Yoront' 
One example of the unpredictable impact of technology on society and culture is the story of what happened when Western missionaries gave steel axes to the 'Yir Yoront people in Australia, a small tribe to a large extent lived by hunting and fishing, in the early 1900's. The Yir Yoront fished from the canoes they built from great hollow tree trunks with stone axes. This process took a long time. The construction of canoes and the making of axes was in itself was an extremely important part of their culture, which traditionally took place when the male population left the village for a period of time, and lived out in the "bush". 'Axe making' constituted an essential ritual in this society, where also the young boys were initiated into the adult life: making an axe was a manhood test. During this period, which could take several weeks, the women were left alone with the children, and conducted the necessary work in the village. It was only men who had stone axes. 

When the missionaries arrived with their western view of rationalization and efficiency, they saw at once that steel axes would make work much easier, and provided the people some of those axes. This led to a situation where working on the boats took much less time, and the men came back to the village much earlier, which meant that the division of labor between the sexes was disturbed. 
But the missionaries went further: they also gave axes to the women so that they could use these to woodcutting, etc. This changed the balance of power between the sexes. A woman was no longer dependent on her husband to perform important activities. And the manhood test of making a stone axe, disappeared. Many of their traditions eroded. 

The result was a dramatic change of culture for the Yir Yoront-people. The ancient art of boat building gradually disappeared, and eventually the power distribution between the sexes was changed (for the better, many say). This modest technical progress, the transition from stone axes to steel axes, was in reality a dramatic technological revolution. The old knowledge had to be replaced with new skills. New power structures and cultural traditions arose, for better or worse. 

This illustrates how the introduction of new technology often has both unintended and undesirable effects that are difficult to predict. 



